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May 25, 2011 
 
President Obama 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear President Obama, 
 
We are writing on behalf of the hundreds of community organizations across the country 
engaged in the Fair Immigration Reform Movement (FIRM) and the Change Takes 
Courage Campaign to request you hold a meeting with the families directly impacted by 
the broken immigration system. We are encouraged by your recent efforts to address the 
need for a more civil discourse around immigration reform through meetings with various 
stakeholders. We are very supportive of your call for Republicans in Congress to come to 
the table. We also know it is vital to meet with families with first-hand experience of our 
broken immigration system.  The families struggling to stay together are true experts on 
immigration issues and you should hear directly from them. For example, Brittney Babo, 
a United States citizen, works as a registered nurse in the town of Ridgeley, West 
Virginia.  In 2006 she married Serge Babo, a native of Cameroon who originally came to 
the US on a visitor’s visa to play basketball.  Serge graduated from high school in 
Indianapolis and eventually applied for political asylum. Brittney and Serge have two 
children, three year old Jeremiah and one year old Jabari. After several attempts to 
regularize his legal status in this country, Serge was picked up by Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement officials while doing dishes in their home. He was put in 
immigration detention and after three long months, deported to his native Cameroon on 
August 19, 2010.  He had no criminal record, paid his taxes and contributed to his 
community. Brittney is struggling to keep the household going and manage the legal 
maze to bring Serge back to their home. Families like the Babos have a unique and 
important perspective to contribute, one that includes real solutions, the kind that come 
from direct experience, to the problems facing their families, our communities and the 
country.  It’s time to include that expertise in the discussions around the policies that 
affect their lives. This is the next step toward broader cooperation among the various 
stakeholders in immigration reform. The country will be stronger for it. 
 
We hope you will prioritize a meeting with the people directly affected.  Only by 
listening and learning from one another can we make progress. 
 
 
    Sincerely yours, 
 

Change Takes Courage Campaign 
           The Fair Immigration Reform Movement (FIRM) 


