
Sample Testimony in Support of the Family Unity Waiver 

 

February 14, 2012 

Grace Johnson 

1234 S. Serrano Ave 

Los Angeles, CA 90001 
 

Director Alejandro Mayorkas  

United States Citizenship and Immigration Services  
20 Massachusetts Ave, NW  
Washington, DC 20001 
 

Dear Mr. Mayorkas, 
 

We are an American family who would benefit from the Family Unity Waiver.  We are writing to ask that you do 

everything you can to implement President Obama’s proposed rule change in immigration policy to allow 

immigrants to receive provisional family waivers before leaving the country to regularize their status.   We also 

believe that the Family Waiver should consider the emotional impact on families of separation as well as the 

financial hardship of losing family income. 
 

We live in Los Angeles, California, and are a loving family of four. Armando is a dedicated father and works as a 

computer technician. I am a teacher’s assistant at our local elementary school. We have two beautiful children, 

Emma and Manuel, ages  4 and 2. My two children and I are U.S. citizens, born in this country.  . Each day, 

Armando helps me prepare the lunches for our children. After school, he reads them stories, gives them lots of 

hugs, and helps shape the future adults they will become. On the weekends, he watches our children so I can 

work some additional hours. We are a humble family, but we make ends meet with two incomes. Despite his 

desire to be a fully engaged citizen in the United States, my husband, Armando, lives in the shadows and 

lives in fear of never seeing his children, when all he wants to do is take care of his family and be a 

contributor to this country  
 

I want to petition for my husband to regularize his status, but the thought of having him leave and not knowing 

whether or not he will face a 3 or 10 year ban is too much risk for us to take. The thought of us not know when 

our daughter and son will see their father again and not knowing how I will pay the bills on my own is too much 

to bear. I’m a responsible person, but that doesn’t seem like a responsible risk to take for my family.  
 

Our family urges  you to do everything in your power to support President Barack Obama’s proposal for the 

provisional waiver system and that the waiver consider finances and family separation as hardship.  America 

wins when we have united families and when we create the conditions for parents to be able to take care of 

their families. Thank you for hearing our story. 
  

Sincerely, 

Grace Johnson 

Armando Medina 

Emma and Manuel Medina Johnson  

+  Letters must have the real name of the person 

submitting, preferably the U.S. Citizen and Legal 

Permanent Resident. 

+  A complete address also MUST be included.  

You may use your organizations address, but a 

home address is preferred.  


